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                                               Utah Cherry Production Down 
 
Utah: Utah’s 2005 tart cherry production forecast is 19.0 million pounds, compared to 22.0 million pounds produced in 
2004 and 26.0 million pounds in 2003.   Utah is forecasting sweet cherry production to be 1,100 tons, down 31 percent 
from the 2004 crop of 1,600 tons, and a 50 percent decrease from the 2003 crop of 2,200 tons.  Frost during bloom, 
combined with hail at the beginning of fruit maturity, reduced crop potential  for both tart and sweet cherries.   
 
United States: U.S. tart cherry production is forecast at 244 million pounds, 15 percent above 2004 production and 
8 percent above production in 2003.  Michigan, the largest producing State, expects a crop of 190 million pounds, an 
increase of 28 percent from the 2004 crop and up 23 percent from 2003.  Fruit set is variable across the State but is 
better than last year in most areas.  Leaf canopy is very good.  Dry conditions have led to low disease pressure, so 
potential fruit quality is excellent but sizing may be reduced. 
 
Sweet cherry production is forecast at 226,550 tons, down 20 percent from 2004 and 8 percent below 2003.  The 
Washington crop forecast of 120,000 tons is unchanged from the June Crop Production report.  The crop is 10 percent 
below the record high production of 2004 but 2 percent above the crop of 2003.  Washington’s crop experienced poor 
weather during bloom that hindered bee activity and pollination.  Frost during April was also a problem.  Fruit set is 
reported to be lighter than last year as many growers are reporting smaller fruit clusters. 

 
 

                   
                                                                                                                                                     
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 News Release 

 
 


